It is easy, though seldom useful, to point to omissions in a dictionary which makes no claim to be exhaustive and whose compiler admits to a choice ofwords which has been purely empirical. Nevertheless, one is surprised to find 'acute' and 'chronic', two words frequently misunderstood by students, omitted. Eponyms, proprietary names and Americanisms are expressly excluded. Many nonmedical terms are included and useful tables of arteries,, muscles and nerves are printed as an appendix.
Dr Thomson says the making of his dictionary was a labour of love; it is also for one man a considerable achievement. J Textbooks like children have a tendency to grow and mature and 'Eye Surgery', the brain-child of Hyla Stallard, has adopted the general pattern. It is comforting to know that the fifth edition was percolating throughout the world as an established guide to ophthalmic surgeons before his untimely death, so that he was aware of its assured success. A dedicated author as well as surgeon, he was never happier than when improving his text. In this edition 287 new illustrations have been added and new operations described include partial cyclectomy, canaliculo-dacryocysto-rhinostomy, trabeculotomy, trabeculectomy, vitrectomy, phakoemulsification, keratomileusis and keratoprosthesis. Cardiac arrest and its treatment is also included.
His purpose is clearly stated in the preface: 'to describe fully the details of surgical operations which I believe have an accepted place in current practice'. It is a job well done. There cannot be many authors who have earned so much gratitude from practising surgeons and there must be few personal ophthalmic libraries in which this carefully worded guide to action is not represented, well thumbed and eagerly read. It is in itself a suitable memorial to a lifework of devoted service. This book is a review of the radiological appearances of tumours of the lung and mediastinal tumours. These subjects are dealt with well in several radiological texts. However, there is certainly a place for a comprehensive survey of the subject. The material is derived from the Churchill Hospital at Oxford where four thousand patients with such tumours have been seen in the last twelve years.
Great emphasis is laid upon technique, the author favouring the use of high voltage techniques. The various forms of tomography are described in detail and four whole chapters are devoted to tomography, including rotational tomography.
Bronchography also appears to be used more by the author than by most radiologists. A short chapter is included on the use of special radiographic and isotope procedures in the assessment of lung and mediastinal tumours. A number of useful appendices are included.
The book is lavishly illustrated and on the whole the reproductions are of good quality. Some, however, are difficult to interpret. This may be due to the use of well penetrated films which reproduce lung detail poorly. This work surveys its subject in a very comprehensive manner and most radiologists or physicians working in this field will find in it a great deal of valuable and well presented information. It is also recommended to radiologists in training. Unfortunately the cost of the book is unusually high for a relatively small monograph. Professor Hancox's book could be of interest to anyone in the medical field; an evening spent with this pleasantly written work would add to any reader's understanding of bone. The author presupposes little specialist knowledge but he is never condescending in his approach. The book is slim, with only 176 pages of text, attractive in its gay dust jacket, well bound, and well produced; the paper is glazed, the print clear, the illustrations of excellent quality well described.
In his preface Professor Hancox reserves an author's right to indulge his predilections and states his to be the structure and happenings in bone at cellular and subcellular level. In relatively limited space he introduces the reader to the structure of bone and its evolution, and the functions and structures of bone cells in the process of bone formation and renewal. There is a brief but fascinating section on bone induction. Even the osteocyte comes in for its share of attention, and its role as a bone resorbing agent is reviewed. The bibliography is extensive, though it contains no reference later than 1970.
PAUL D BYERS
Surgery of the Stomach and Duodenum by Claude E Welch MD Dsc(hon) 5th edn pp 439 illustrated £9 Chicago: Year Book MedicalPublishers 1973 London: Lloyd-Luke This is the fifth edition of a practical guide for surgeons in training, which was first published in 1951. It is not intended to be an exhaustive study of the subject. In order to retain as many illustrations as possible the text has been pruned of all unnecessary details and information on the rarer operations. The book reflects views currently held in the Massachusetts General Hospital and a good deal of the space is devoted to the indications for the various operations with an emphasis on the selection of the safe rather than the brilliant operations. The section dealing with the surgical cure of hiatus hernia is particularly clear and valuable, with good illustrations throughout. It is disappointing in a book published in 1973 to find that the operation of highly selective or parietal cell vagotomy is not discussed. One further drawback to the book is its price at £9 in the UK. Apart from these criticisms the book can thoroughly be recommended to residents and registrars in training. IAN London: Lloyd-Luke The combination of molecular biology and electron microscopy has proved too much for some academics: for example, a recent draft of University of London Regulations stated that basic medical science should be taught as far as possible at the cellular level. The peculiar silliness resulting from this idea is well illustrated in the present book, which has little or nothing to do with nutrition and is essentially a half-baked summary of biochemistry with some reference to specialized cells and subcellular organelles. The organization of the work is trendy, the depth bewilderingly uneven and the style waggish to screaming-point. The results can be compared with those expected from four sufferers from paralysis agitans with bent rifles standing on a spring mattress and trying to hit a moving target that probably does not exist.
G HASLEWOOD
The Biological Efficiency of Protein Production edited by J G W Jones pp xi +385 illustrated £7 London: Cambridge University Press 1973 This book contains the proceedings of a symposium held at Reading University in 1971. Such publications are too often so out of date, when they do appear, to be of much value but the subject in this case advances slowly and the papers of this symposium are of lasting value and interest. The level is on the whole scholarly and most articles are very well written and highly readable. The reader will learn inter alia that there is really no firm agreement on human protein requirements, that leaf-crops give much higher yields of better protein than seed-crops, that vegetable protein is by no means necessarily inferior to animal protein, that ruminants can synthesize their essential amino acids from minimal amounts of poor protein and even urea, and that such animals do not need anything like the amount of protein being grown by presentday techniques for fertilizing pasture. Our efforts to get more and better protein could be greatly and easily improved by a little intelligent planning. The article by N W Pirie is outstandingly good; there is one silly chapter, not science. Anyone interested in human or animal nutrition will find this volume a most valuable addition to the library. 
